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The pastor addresses the catechumens. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has 
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and 
catechized in the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, 
“Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father 
who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and 
joyfully give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 
Profession of Faith 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the 
gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 
  

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 
  

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 
  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

 



P  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 
God? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the 
Scriptures, as you have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful 
and true? 

R I do. 
  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed 
to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer 
all, even death, rather than fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 
  

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received 
the teaching of the Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your 
sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, 
He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of 
Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 
The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing and their confirmation verse. 
 

Confirmation Blessing 

P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you 
the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 



 
Stand 

 
Collect for confirmation 

P Let us pray. 
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness 
in bringing these Your son and daughter to the knowledge of Your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and 
with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the 
fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all 
who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the crown of 
righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
The Peace 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 



 My name is Noah Dierks and this year I am 

being confirmed. This is important to me because it 

means I am making the personal choice to continue 

to follow God. To get to this point I needed to learn 

so much about how God works. Sunday School and 

Confirmation classes helped me learn so much. The 

most meaningful part of my gospel studies was the 

way God forgave everyone, even his enemies. Even 

though I know I could never be as forgiving as him, 

I still try to remember how he forgives me every 

day so I can forgive others as he forgives me. One 

of the people who taught me to remember this 

forgiveness is Jackie Druckhammer, she taught me 

for my last year of Confirmation and reminded me every day of class that we are 

forgiven in many ways for the sins we don't even know we are committing.  

 When I was 6 years old, I was given a children's picture bible. One of my 

favorite parables was about the time when God would come to judge us 

represented as a fisherman's net. The fisherman caught many fish and when he 

was done, he sorted the good fish from the bad fish. When I first read it, I thought 

it meant the bad fish were rotten. Now that I am more intelligent, I know that they 

were rotten not in a physical sense, but in a spiritual sense. I learned that it told 

how God would judge me not by my appearance but by my soul and my faith. 

That's why I love parables, they are told in a way that would seem of no 



significance normally but when brought into context they reveal a deeper purpose. 

As I go forward in life, I need to look at events as I would a parable. Why did this 

happen and what does it mean?  

 As I progress further in life to college and my days become busier, I may 

find it hard to go to worship service every week. For my entire life I have always 

gone to church with my family who will not be present in college to offer support. 

One way I could remember to go to worship would be to have friends who also 

follow God and can support me throughout the rest of my life.  



Growing up in the church has been a 

blessing. Every Sunday as a child I would race 

down to the kindergarten classroom in hopes of 

another arts and crafts project or picture book. I 

would yearn for the stories and the community this 

church has given me. Then I would go home and 

not think about what I learned until the next 

Sunday. I was always envious of the teens who 

could receive communion, light the candles and go 

to the big kid room in the downstairs of the 

daycare.  

 Now I am that big kid. As that big kid, I 

know the Bible is more than stories. Confirmation 

taught me the truth behind the foundation this church has laid for me. I learned 

the Bible presents you with a gift of freedom and peace which I cannot earn. Let’s 

focus on the word freedom. How does God give us freedom? When you are a 

believer, you are not your sins. You are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). You no 

longer live with the weight of your sins; you have a freedom in Christ (Galatians 

5:1) which cannot be earned (Ephesians 2:8). A gift only Jesus can give. I have a 

stronger understanding of the Lord and His divine truth. If it were not for the 

blessing of Confirmation, I would not have this understanding. 

 Everyone who is reading this has had some impact on my faith. Whether it 

be just a simple hello in the mornings or complimenting the dress I’m wearing, it 



has all taught me how to be a better imitator of Christ (Ephesians 5:1). I would like 

to spotlight Jackie though. She has been a wonderful leader and a kind friend. She 

has played card games with me at Lutherhaven when I thought it was too cold 

outside.  She has answered my questions. She has helped me grow. If you see 

Jackie, please give her a pat on the back for me.  

 One habit I have taken up is listening to worship music and reading my 

Bible more often. These simple steps have shown me God is more than a Sunday 

God. God is more than a hymn or a verse. God is more than our simple minds can 

comprehend. God is love. When you have time, I ask you to first read 1 John 4:16 

and then 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. These verses have helped me grasp just how 

wonderful our God is.  

 As you finish reading this, I ask of you one thing. Please pray for me to 

continue to learn to love Jesus as He has loved me.  



Through Confirmation, learning more about the 

bible stories I learned as a kid was very interesting. 

When you are a kid a lot of the bible stories that you 

learn about are not fully explained or are censored. 

Learning about the bible story where Jesus cleansed 

the temple of those who bought and sold in it was 

interesting. You grow up hearing how Jesus 

basically could not harm a fly, but then you learn 

that He is willing to threaten people to preserve the 

name of Christ. It shows me how I know He would 

do the same for me. What an amazing feeling that is. 

 

 The people who shaped my faith are my family and the different teachers 

for confirmation. My family introduced me to Christ and the many teachers at 

Beautiful Savior developed my 

faith. I learned that I am a child 

of God despite all of my sins and 

faults. This is a priceless gift that 

I can never earn but have been 

given by the great grace of my 

Father in heaven. I will never 

take this for granted.  




